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MISSION

Our mission is to grow a healthy food

system, accessible to all on our island

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Aaron Sherman
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Kristin Re

Laura O’Toole
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Susan Wells

STAFF

Bevan Linsley

Executive Director

Kelsey Fitzgibbons

Farmers Market Manager

Liz Rose

Development Coordinator
Mary-Kate Kane

Program & Administrative Manager
Nikki Vazquez

Events & Outreach Coordinator
Annie Tuthill

Farmers Market Assistant




FROM THE DESK OF

G Execoftie Director

2022, Aquidneck Community Table’s seventh
year of life, began with the uncertainty and loss
of the pandemic still hanging over us all: could
we finally triumph over the challenges of the past
two years? Would we soon gather without masks,
finally able to see smiles on the faces of friends,
family, and community again? When would
students resume a normal school day - could we
find ways to support them to catch up on two
lost years?

We asked these questions as we began to plan
the upcoming season. As spring unfolded, so did
our excitement at being able to reopen programs
dormant during COVID: the fledgling farmers market in the North End -
operated in partnership with the Newport Health Equity Zone - reopened in
Miantonomi Park.

ACT’s Food Explorers program, engaging and educating children and families
about the tastes and benefits of fresh produce, returned to our markets. Our
second cohort of Root Riders was enrolled for ACT's still new summer youth
employment program, and summer camp experiences for Fab Newport

and Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center students were held at ACT’s
community gardens. In September, our garden education program at Pell
Elementary School saw students finally return to the exuberant learning
experiences that a school garden offers.

This restoration of health would not have been possible without your vibrant
support. We remain deeply thankful for a dedicated and resilient staff; energetic
and committed board members; and for so many of you who helped with your
hands and hearts, giving a wealth of gifts to sustain and grow our programs.

Thank you for believing in our mission and the power inherent in a community
working together for greater good. Our work would not be possible without your
conviction that change is possible. I invite you to turn these pages for stories
from 2022.

With appreciation,

3%442?/@%/



44,000 $30,000-

visits made by distributed in food
market shoppers support programs

“If I had to choose one word it would be ‘quality”
Everything is made and grown with love, which
translates to value.”

- Market Customer

~—  business market

ARCA Pout healthy foods -
vendors featured Sthrough the Food

annually Explorers program
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Growers Muytels

Providing easy access to regionally-grown food and

strengthening our local economy

ACT’s Growers Markets burst with seasonal, regionally-grown food and locally
made products. Annually, we manage four market locations featuring a range of
farmers, local artisans, and small food businesses. These markets play a vital part
in strengthening our local economy while also providing a direct-to-consumer
experience that guarantees quality and value for shoppers.

“Eating is an agricultural act”
- Wendell Berry

%75

d The Fresh Bucks/Bonus Bucks system
Bl offers our SNAP clients a 100% bonus
i when shopping at the markets, making
access to fresh foods affordable for many
financially challenged households.

In summer, the Food Explorers program
inspires children to taste fresh produce
~ and educates them and their families
about the benefits of a healthy diet.



PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Youtly Sateatton

Youngest community members build knowledge, confidence, and

the framework for a lifetime of healthy habits

ACT’s partnership with the Claiborne
Pell Elementary School in Newport
began in 2018 with the construction of
a new school garden, made possible by
generous community support.

Since then, we have offered seasonal
garden education programs for
hundreds of students, enthusiastic
about hands-on science lessons,
growing and tasting plants, tending a
garden, and observing the miracle of a
tiny seed turning into a pumpkin.

We ask students questions to
encourage them to use critical thinking
skills and to be inquisitive learners as

they work together in the garden.

It is rewarding to hear students recount stories and draw pictures of what they
have learned and to hear teachers say, “This aligns perfectly with what I've been

teaching in class!”

’., X W students’in summer

ﬂ'articipated in - : L ’ garden education
education 5 AL at Great Friends
essons Community Garden'




PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
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The Root Riders summer youth employment program offers high-school
students six action-packed weeks learning first job skills, teamwork, leadership,
and basic growing practices while tending ACT’s school and community gardens
and sharing produce they have grown with neighbors in need.

Root Riders
participated in
ACT’s summer \ ot
- youth employment /7
‘%o . program :

“Root Riders taught my son how to create something
beautiful (home-grown food) from a pile of dirt and some
seeds. We highly recommend this program!”

- Root Rider Parent




“Ilove being able to grow my own food and I don’t have the

space otherwise. Every year I garden I learn so much about

the world... I feel much more connected to the cycles of the
earth and how I fit into it.”

- Community Gardener




PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
Oompmarsty Girebres

Ensuring access to healthy foods by providing low cost places to

grow produce with guidance from experienced growers
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ACT manages 80+ community garden plots at five sites across the island,
ensuring access to gardens and food production at low to no cost so that people
of all income levels can participate, improving a household’s access to a healthy
diet while also learning lifelong skills. Community gardens are spaces that offer
an opportunity for people of all backgrounds, ages, and ethnicities to work
together across boundaries, combining digging in the dirt with the principles of

an equitable and sustainable food system.




FINANCIAL REPORT
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FY2022 Revenue

Log%  .02% B Community Appeals
Individual Gifts
. Foundation Grants

Government Grants

19.66%

Special Events
[ Corporate Sponsorships
[ Aquidneck Growers Markets
[ Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program

[l Farm and Garden Sites

. Investment Income

Total Revenue: $378,619

FY2022 Expenses

[ Aquidneck Growers Markets

[ Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 28.77%
[l Farm and Garden Sites

[l Garden Education Programs
[l General Management

[l Fundraising

Total Expenses: $401,332
Net Assets December 31, 2022: $165,886
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$20,000+

Charlotte and Paul Marshall

$10,000 - $19,999
11th Hour Racing

Sue and George Petrovas

$5,000 - $9,999

Newport Craft Brewing

Newport Harbor Corporation

$2,500 - $4,999
Bank Newport

Hank Kniskern

Joseph Licameli

$1,000 - $2,499
Anne and Matt Hamilton
Christina McIntyre

Emily and Jeremy Pochman
Gustave White Realty
Hammetts Wharf Hotel, LLC.
J2 Construct

Jean Riesman

Kate and Lou Upham

Kim and Larry Ingeneri

Kim Comfort and Rocky Steeves
Laura O’Toole and Steve Meade




$1,000 - $2,499
Lifespan Corporation

Linda and Miles Chandler

Lisa Raiola and Waterman Brown
Meredith and Jason Spitalnik
Michael and Lorraine Schmitt

Nancy Hughes

$500 - $999

A-1 Roofing

Amy Berkowitz

Aquidneck Farms

Beth and Russell Milham

Bob Gerber

Cottage & Garden

Ellen Nichols

Heather Hornbeck and Mike Nolan
Jill and George Kassis

$100 - $499

Aaron Sherman
Alex Chuman
Allison Allott

Andi Barton
Andra Habley
Andrea and Bill Breyer
Anna Jane Kocon
Ann Anderson
Anne Mahoney
Annie Sherman
Barbara Chaves
Barbara Gee
Barbara M. Benson

Bevan Linsley*

Rafael Medina

Robin Hollow Farm

Steve Johnson

Susan and Roger Wells

Town Fair Tire Foundation, Inc.

Veronique and Bob Gerber

Jo Detz Design

Karen Augeri Benson

Karen S. Deibert

Meghann McKale

Newport Garden Club
Susan Pedro

The Watson Charitable Fund
Thomas Stark

Beverly Muessel

Bianca Greene

Bob Kieronski

Borden Lyon Family Fund
Brenda Calkins

Brenda Casey

Bronwyn and Gene McDermott
Camilla de Rochambeau
Carol O’Connell

Casey and Larry Farley
Christina Spellman
Cristina Offenberg
Crystal Gould

Cynthia Lafferty



$100 - $499

David W. Brown
Debra Curtis

Diane Lynch

Dominique Alfandre and Thomas Palmer
Donald Fletcher

Ed Karle

Elizabeth Fradin

Elizabeth Wright McMillen
Ellen Lynch

Emily Wigutow

Faith and Bob Hyde

Frosty Freez

Gayle Gifford

Ginny Purviance

Heather Hole Strout

Heidi Kranz

Isabel Marsh*

Janet Sells

Jean and Russell Frisbie
Jennifer Stewart

Jessica Walsh

Jill Martin

Joan Zuerner

Judith and James Kane Jr.
Judith Beyar

Julie Toland

Kate and Joseph Marnane
Kathleen and Bill Geasey
Kathleen and Keith Longson
Kathleen and Robert Morton
Kathryn Ouellette

Kelli Armstrong

Ken Snyder*

Kim Hapgood

Kristin Re

Lee Costa

Leilani Brenner

Linda and John Finn

Linda Jenkins

Lindsay Sisson

Lisa Gladding

Liz Drayton



$100 - $499

Jamie Lawton and Thomas Arruda
Liz Lopes-Duguay

Lori Hogan

Louisa Boatwright

Lynne Glickman

Maggie Laurianno

Maria Hoffmann

Marilyn Warren

Marlena and Mark Horan

Martha and Allan Ackerman
Mary Ann and David Fiaschetti
Mary Ann Nichols

Mary Mohler and Edwin Trautman

Maureen Cronin and Mark Marosits

Melanie Bowdish
Melissa Welch
Michael Kilzi
Michele Foster
Michelle Conway
Natalie Cocroft
Pam Gilpin
Patrice Stangel
Patricia Greichen
Patricia Kesten

Peter Martin

Polly and Mike Hutchison
Rhonda Mitchell

Richard Nassa

Sally King

Sarah Mermin

Shannon Pine

Sheila McEntee

Sophia Weaver

Sophie DeLaCour
Stephanie Mediate

Stop & Shop

Sue Desillier

Susan Erstling

Susan Schenck

Susan Taylor

Suzanne Wyatt

Tanja Lynch

The Browning Family Foundation
Thomas Hockaday

Tracy Menendez

Uli Brahmst

William Tuthill

Williard “Bill” Hall
Wynne and David Racine

* = Indicates a valued sustaining donor.

Recurring donations are vital to our organization and year-round programming.

To give a monthly contribution please visit us at aquidneckcommunitytable.org/donate
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Generous grants ensure our programs and community thrive

$30,000+

The Champlin Foundation

$20,000 - $29,999

de Ramel Foundation
EJMP Fund for Philanthropy
Prince Charitable Trust

$7,500 - $19,999

Newport Health Equity Zone/RI Department of Health

Powered by Prince/Frederick Henry Prince Memorial Fund
The Royal Little Family Foundation

$5,000 - $7,499

Commerce RI

The Rhode Island Foundation, Newport County Fund

$1,000 - $4,999
Newport Public Education Foundation
The Merritt Fund, Aquidneck Land Trust
The State of Rhode Island Senate Legislative Grant

AQUIDN EGK.
COMMUNITY
TABLE
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VOLUNTEERS

Cassidy Curry
Courtney Nicolson
Embrace Home Loans
Horus Khuit

Jane and Roger Hemond
Jane Galin

Jason Spitalnik
Kidder Gowen

Lisa Gladding

Lizzie Caplan

Maria Hoffmann

Pam Gilpin

Russ Frisbee

Tom Arruda

Tom Berg

GARDEN EDUCATORS

Celina Pombo

Danielle Rose

Erin Stangel

Florencia Reiche Blanco
Hannah Stracensky
Honora Spicer

MJ Santry

Rachel Playe




Special thanks to our writing, editing, and design team:
Annie Tuthill, Liz Rose, and Bevan Linsley

Our team has worked hard to ensure all donor information is assembled
accurately. If something is incorrect, please accept our sincerest apologies for
the error and let us know at info@aquidneckcommunitytable.org



GROWING A HEALTHY FOOD

SYSTEM, ACCESSIBLE TO ALL ON
AQUIDNECKISLAND

T »
ob Co

4

S 1

o <)
1 @)
) -

AQUIDNECK COMMUNITY TABLE
PO Box 1481 | Newport, RI 02840

aquidneckcommunitytable.org



